
 

 

Osivax appoints Dr Paul Willems  

as Chief Medical Officer  

 
Paul Willems’ appointment will strengthen Osivax’s capacities to design 
and implement an ambitious and impactful clinical development plan for 
its vaccines pipeline and especially the “universal” flu vaccine program 

 
 

Lyon, France – January 31st, 2019 – Osivax, a clinical stage biopharmaceutical 
company currently focused on the development of a breakthrough “universal” 
influenza vaccine program, announced today the appointment of Dr Paul Willems 

as Chief Medical Officer. 
 

“We are delighted to welcome Paul Willems in our leadership team. As we entered 
the clinical development stage 6 months ago with our first-generation vaccine 
candidate, Paul’s deep medical and clinical expertise in the development of 

biologics and especially vaccines will be a major asset for Osivax to design and 
implement an ambitious clinical development strategy to bring the universal flu 

vaccine program closer to market”, said Alexandre Le Vert, CEO and cofounder of 
Osivax.  
 

Dr. Paul Willems will be responsible for the strategic and operational management 
of medical and clinical development activities at Osivax. Paul will be working part-

time for Osivax and will pursue his external consultant activities with other non-
concurrent biotech companies in parallel. These engagements in other clinical 
development activities will be an asset for Osivax by bringing an external view on 

our development strategy. 
 

Paul graduated as Medical Doctor from the University of Liege in Belgium. As a 
board-certified physician with more than two-decade industry experience in 
biologics and vaccines clinical development and post-marketing safety, he brings 

to Osivax a strong expertise in de-risking and efficiently conducting clinical trials. 
Before joining Osivax, Paul worked for 18 years at GSK vaccines in leading postions 

in Clinical Development, Medical Affairs and Safety/Pharmacovigilance in Belgium, 
the United States and Eastern Europe. He then worked for 4 years at 
ThromboGenics (now Oxurion) as Head of Clinical trial safety and post-marketing 

pharmacovigilance for a first-in-class biological product in ophthalmology 
registered in EU and US, before moving to a consultancy position catering primarily 

to small companies in matters related to Clinical Development and Benefit/Risk 
Management for developmental and marketed products.  

 
“I am delighted to become the Chief Medical Officer of Osivax, and thereby to 
contribute to an exciting new concept in vaccinology. », said Paul Willems. « I look 

forward to joining a stimulating team, and I trust that together we will make it a 
success”.  

 



 

Paul Willems replaces Simonetta Viviani who was acting as Osivax Chief Medical 

Officer for the past two years. Simonetta has extensive experience in vaccine 
clinical development and will continue to support Paul as an external consultant on 

the ongoing phase I clinical trial and in elaborating Osivax clinical development 
strategy. 
 

About Influenza  
With 600,000 annual deaths globally, including tens of thousands in the US and 

Europe (80,000 deaths in the US alone in 2018), Influenza remains a devastating 
disease. 
Current seasonal vaccines are only partially effective (41% average efficacy), 

especially for patients over 65 years old (25% effectiveness in the 2016-17 season 
in the US, according the US Center for Disease Controls and Prevention). 

 
About Osivax’s Universal Flu vaccine program 
Osivax is developing a game-changing universal influenza vaccine approach that 

activates CD8 T-cell immune responses against the influenza nucleoprotein (NP), 
a highly conserved internal antigen essential to the replication of the virus. 

Vaccines triggering such immune responses (CD8 T-cell responses against NP) 
represent a disruptive and promising path to revolutionize flu prevention.  
Two vaccine candidates are being developed. OVX836, a broad-spectrum vaccine 

covering all A-strains is currently in phase I clinical trial and a second-generation 
vaccine, covering both A and B-strains, is under preclinical development to provide 

a universal protection against current and future A and B-strain Influenza viruses. 
 
About Osivax 

Osivax is a clinical stage biotech company leveraging oligoDOM®, its patented 
technology platform to develop a pipeline of vaccines and immuntherpies. Osivax’s 

flagship project is a universal Flu vaccine program currently in phase I. 
The company partners with international renown academic structures, including 
the Jenner Institute at Oxford University (UK), the German Cancer Research 

Center (DKFZ), the University of Antwerp (Belgium) and Inserm, CNRS (France). 
Osivax was created in 2017 as a spin-off of Imaxio SA. 

 
For further information: www.osivax.com 
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